
National Commission on  

Forensic Science  

       NATIONAL COMMISSION ON  

               FORENSIC SCIENCE 

VICE-CHAIRS 

NELSON SANTOS      JOHN BUTLER 
Deputy Assistant Administrator        NIST Fellow and Special 

Drug Enforcement Administration       Assistant to the Director 

           for Forensic Science 

         

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF FORENSIC SCIENCE ANNUAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 19, 2014   



National Commission on  

Forensic Science  

COMMISSION OVERVIEW:   

JOHN BUTLER 



National Commission on  

Forensic Science  

FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 Meetings open to the public, announced in the Federal 

Register 

 Future plans to web-cast Commission meetings 

 Public access to all material provided to Commissioners 

 Public comment period at each meeting 

 Written public comments accepted at any time 

 Material currently available on www.facadatabase.gov 

 Separate Commission website currently under development 

 

http://www.facadatabase.gov
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     NCFS LEADERSHIP TEAM 

James M. Cole 
Deputy Attorney General 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Nelson Santos 

DEA 
 

Patrick D. Gallagher 
NIST Director & Acting Deputy 

Secretary of Commerce 

John Butler 

NIST 

DOJ  

Co-Chair 

NIST  

Co-Chair 

Brette Steele 
Designated Federal Official 

Robin Jones 
Program Manager 

DOJ  Vice-Chair NIST Vice-Chair 
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           NCFS MEMBERSHIP 

31 Voting Members; 8 Ex-officio Members 
 >300 candidates  

 

 Represent diverse backgrounds and broad 

experience including (not exhaustive): 

forensic science practitioners; research 

scientists; academicians; law enforcement; 

prosecutors; defense attorneys; judges; victim 

advocates; and statisticians.   
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MEETING ONE:  February 3-4, 2014 

Open to public (~100 public attendees) 

Welcoming remarks by Co-Chairs and Dr. John Holdren,  

Assistant to the President for Science and Technology 

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 

• Judge Harry Edwards reflected on the NAS 2009 report 

• BJS Census of Publicly Funded Crime Laboratories 

• White House Subcommittee on Forensic Science  

• Proposed Organization of Scientific Area Committees (NIST)  

• NCFS priority topics and potential subcommittees 

 

Meeting material and information can be found at: 

www.facadatabase.com 

 
 

http://www.facadatabase.com
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       MAJOR THEMES 

• Accreditation 

• Certification 

• Proficiency Testing 

• Ethics 

• Medico-legal Death Investigation 

• Education and Training 

• Legal Professionals 

• Forensic Practitioners 

• Reporting and Testimony 

• Scientific Inquiry/Research and Development 

• Human Factors 
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Discipline 

Policy/Practice 

 

OSAC 
Practice 

NCFS 
Policy 

more specific less specific 

more prescriptive 

less prescriptive 

      NCFS / OSAC INTERFACE 
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       CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Nelson.A.Santos@usdoj.gov 

 

John.Butler@nist.gov 

 

Brette.L.Steele@usdoj.gov 

 

Robin.W.Jones@usdoj.gov 
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